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All the fun of the fair!

ON BEHALF of the South Island 
sports tour team we would like to 
thank those whanau and com-

munity members who came and 
supported our gala last Friday. 
It was greatly appreciated by 

everyone involved. 
The atmosphere was lively and it 

was wonderful to witness so much 
joy from a range of different mem-

bers within our community.  
A special thank you goes out to 
Sheryl Johnson for her time and 

effort in leading the event. 
The event would also not have 

been as successful if it wasn't for 
Ian Small who tirelessly works be-

hind the scenes to get those small 

jobs done.  
We would also like to acknowledge 

a few businesses who donated 
prizes or supplies in order for the 

event to run:
Aria Cosmopolitan Club

Griffin Express
PTL Transport

New World Te Kuiti
Graymont 

Corey Barnsdall Builders
Piopio Pantry Ltd

UBP
PGG Wrightson

Whittakers Chocolate
Piopio Cosmopolitan Club

Thank you once again, 
South Island Sports Touring Team

Fun times on the horizontal bungy at the 
school's Mini Gala on Friday.
More photos P5.



Big Breakfast!

The Ball Committee is hosting a 
breakfast fundraiser on

Wednesday 12th May
8.20am - 9.50am

$10 each includes: bacon, 
scrambled eggs, spaghetti, toast, 
hash browns and hot chocolate

Tickets will be sold closer to date
All support is appreciated, thanks!

Ball Committee

Minute Secretary
to the Board of Trustees

Piopio College Board of Trustees require a 
Minute Secretary to record and prepare 
minutes at our monthly BoT meetings. 

This is a paid position.

Enquiries to abaker@piopio.school.nz or 
phone Alida 07 877 8173.

Johan 
van Deventer

PrincipalA HUGE thank you to all students, staff, coaches and whanau for 
their mammoth Mahi done this term. It has not been easy to get 
back into the academic, sport, social and cultural demands of 
school after 2020 however, due to everyone's efforts I am confident 
that we have set ourselves up for success, and to continue support-
ing students to achieve success in term 2.

The good news is that the school lunches programme is going to 
continue for the foreseeable future and by all indications at least 
until 2023 (MOE recent announcement). I am still seeking more 
feedback please as we go into the winter months. The menu will 
also try to cater for the colder climate during this time. 

I want to reflect on the old adage that, "it takes a village to raise 
a child" and in our case, Piopio College`s success depends on the 
commitment of the entire community and, in many ways, the com-
munity's success is also linked to our success as we are integrally 
linked to each other. I like to use the phrase that "we are the com-

Final message for the term

Mr Vundee
says ...

munity and the community is us," so thank you to all who support and assist us in educating our 
children.

In Term 2 we will have our gym back and a new outside court with astroturf on it, so I am excited to 
see these facilities come into use again!
Nga mihi Nui



Year 7 Camp
ON Wednesday 7th April, the Year 7 
group went on camp at Whakamaru 
Micamp. Here are some recounts:

Our first stop was at the roadworks in 
Kopaki. Nathan got the privilege to 
get out of the van to give gum to the 
number 12 van drivers. Once the lol-
lipop man turned the sign to green we 
gapped it to the next destination.

We did a 3km walk starting at Pureora. 
Jake, the two Aiden’s and I pretended 
we were motorbikes racing along the 
tracks. We walked to the little bulldozer 
then turned around and walked back to 
the vans. Next, we went to the big bulldozer and a final walk.

We had to walk about 300 metres to a tall tower that had about five 
levels but it wasn’t too tall or scary. Each group went up but there 
were only eight people allowed on the tower at a time. The first 
group that went up was the Kea group, followed by Tui, and then 
finally my group Pīwaiwakawaka. I got chosen to go up with Mrs 
Anselmi along with a few other girls. After that, we walked back to 
the vans and drove to camp at Whakamaru.

When we got there I told everyone that it is a fun camp because 
I'd been there before. We parked the vans and got out and had 
a big stretch. We went to the grassed area where a man told us 
about the rules, where you can go and where not to go. We lis-
tened carefully, then got our bags out of the boot of the vans 
and sat on the grass while the teachers told us our team groups 
and dorms. I got put with Xanthe, Summah, Kiriwai, and for team 
groups I got put in Pīwaiwakawaka.

After a while we had dinner which was chicken and gravy, potatoes 
and kumara. For dessert we had chocolate mousse and sherbet Ice-
cream. We then sat around a fire pit and toasted marshmallows, while 
some people played with donuts (fat tyres) and "burnt our bridge to 
play spotlight." After a while of apparently "getting settled into bed" 
the boys had a party in each other's rooms. 

FUN times!FUN times!
Continued next page



Lincoln  
University

Information 
Evening

Hear from Lincoln faculty and primary sector 
staff about why moving south to study could 
be the smartest decision you ever make. 

Nibbles provided.
RSVP by email to rania.alani@lincoln.ac.nz

Thursday 3 June 2021
4.30pm
Waikato Diocesan School

When we had to go to bed some people kept the teachers up 
(definitely not me, wink wink!) At night we could hear people 
banging on the walls and me and TeWano thought that the girls 
were fighting over make-up and were throwing each other into 
the walls.

The next day we had breakfast and some more free time. I 
was playing volleyball when we all got called in to get into our 
groups. We did rotations, the confidence course, swimming or 
sports and ziplining. My team was on the course, Hanataua and 
I did it four times. Next we did the zipline. Sadly, we only got 
one turn but it was very fun. We had morning tea then we had 
a swim for a little bit. Some people went for a shower to warm up then we had lunch. It was 
nachos. After lunch was the team building activities.

There were six activities which included a game where 
you pile crates as high as you can without falling. After 
that we had free time and a soccer match. Miss Butler’s 
team versus Mr Kishore’s. It was lots of fun. Miss B’s team 
won 5-4 but unfortunately Miss Perrett injured her foot. 
Then we got called in for dinner. We had gourmet pota-
toes, kumara, roast beef and gravy with a yummy blue-
berry shortcake and ice cream. When it got dark, we 
did the night walk through a punga trail in the dark. We 
chose to be blindfolded and half way through the walk 
people were scared or got scared. There were some people who tried to scare us 
and the girls screaming made us all laugh. After that we went to bed and the teachers kept the 
door open for all the rooms because the night before we were being naughty.

The next day we did the trail again in the light and it only took one minute! 
To end the camp we had to clean up and then we went 
to Mangakino to swim or play on the playground. There 
was a big pontoon with a slide on it. Even though it wasn’t 
swimming weather, most of us went swimming. Sadly, it 
was time to pack up and to return to school. This was one 
of the best camps I've ever been on!

Written by Summah Ritchie, Nathan Haine, 
Ruby-Rae Mc Carthy, Malia Bourke, Tai Benefield, Reihana 
Brown-Muraahi, Hanataua Bodger-Kearns and Peter Brown.



GALAGALA
FUN!FUN!

Easter Hunt time!



FREE MEALS AT THE NIGHT OWL 
AND FAT PIGEON!

(buy one get one free) 
Get these deals and many more by 
purchasing an online entertainment 

book. It pays for itself by just using it in 
the above amazing local eateries. 

These books are epic!

Also purchase now and get a free 
Countdown or JB HIFI voucher.

All purchases help us fundraise for our 
South Island Sports and Culture Tour. 

Use this link to purchase https://
nz.entdigital.net/orderbooks/91513k9

Eat, be merry & 
support our kids!

Win a relaxing 2 nights for two people at Ripples! 
You choose the nights, subject to availability.

1 ticket for $10, 3 for $20 or 5 for $30
With your help we can do more to help all our King Coun-
try children struggling with dyslexia and other learning dif-
ferences. The proceeds from every ticket purchased will be 
used for Ace Education to run a structured literacy work-
shop for local educators giving them valuable techniques 

on teaching children with learning difficulties. 
Email admin@piopio.school.nz to secure your tickets!
Ace Education website | www.aceeducation.co.nz
Ripples Retreat website | www.stayatripples.co.nz

  

WIN ...WIN ...
a stay

 at 
a stay

 at 

rippl
es!

rippl
es!

N O T I C E S  |  P U S H
N O T I F I C A T I O N S  |  A B S E N T E E

R E P O R T I N G  |  C A L E N D A R |
P E R M I S S I O N  S L I P S  |

N E W S L E T T E R S  |  S C H O O L
C O N T A C T S

DOWNLOAD FREE TODAY! 

DOWNLOAD THE SKOOL LOOP APP FOR
IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION AS WE'VE

LAUNCHED INTO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!
C'MON JOIN US!

WE HAVE

LIFTOFF!

NEED HELP? CONTACT US
 

AUSTRALIA 1800 203 493
NEW ZEALAND 0800 238 379 


